
Once it's on your products,  

the EU Ecolabel guarantees 

The EU Ecolabel for Sanitary Tapware 

"The official European label for Greener Products” 

Water efficient products that will contribute to 

reducing water consumption 

Reduced health risks due to restricted contact 

with hazardous chemicals and metals 

Reduction of energy use for heating water 

Choose the EU Ecolabel for your Sanitary Tapware if you want 

to show your commitment to a better environment. 

Consumers are today more aware that the 

protection of the environment is fundamen-

tal. Four out of five European consumers 

would like to buy more environmentally 

friendly products, provided they are properly 

certified by an independent organisation.  

 

With the EU Ecolabel on your products you 

offer them a reliable guide to easily identify 

the best environmentally friendly products  

available on the European market. 

Give your Sanitary Tapware a credible sign of  

environmental excellence... 

Apply for the EU Ecolabel! 

For more information… 
 
… on the scheme, its feature, the actors involved, the application process… 

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/ecolabel 

… on the detailed criteria for “Sanitary Tapware" product group: 
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/ecolabel/products-groups-and-criteria.html  

 

They said it! 
 

 

Meet your customers' demand 

◊ For a quick test, use the check list on the back! 

It can be awarded to household taps, showerheads 

and showers which are mainly used to derive water 

for personal hygiene, cleaning, cooking and drinking, 

including when they are marketed for non-domestic 

use.  

... to market your ecolabelled products use our free E-catalogue... 

 http://ec.europa.eu/ecat 

“Water and energy (for warming up water) is saved with Ecolabelled Tapware:  

Without compromise in comfort we use efficiently our resources. Furthermore,     
materials that are used in Ecolabel products comply with strict quality and  

environmental requirements”. 

Jiannis Kougoulis, DG Environment 

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/ecolabel
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/ecolabel/products-groups-and-criteria.html
http://ec.europa.eu/ecat


Life cycle step Criterion Expectations 

Manufacturing Materials in 

contact with 
drinking water 

Materials used in products coming into contact with drinking water, or impurities associated with 

them, shall not release into water intended for human consumption any compounds in concentra-

tions higher than necessary for the purpose of their use and shall not either directly or indirectly 
reduce the protection of human health, nor deteriorate the quality of water with regard to appea-

rance, odour or taste.  
Materials shall not undergo any change which would impair the performance of the product. 

Materials without adequate resistance to corrosion shall be adequately protected so that they do 

not present a health risk.  

Manufacturing Excluded or 

limited  
substances 

and mixtures 

The product or any article of it shall not contain substances meeting criteria for classification with 

the hazard statements or risk phrases listed in the full criteria document. The final product must 

not be labelled according to the hazard statements listed in the full criteria document. 
Please see the criteria document for the full list of requirements for the use of substances, including 

exemptions.  

Manufacturing  Packaging All packaging components shall be easily separable by hand into individual materials in order to 

facilitate recycling, and where it is used, cardboard packaging shall consist of at least 80% recy-

cled material.  

Use Water  

Consumption 
and related 

energy saving 

The maximum available water flow rates for: 

i. Kitchen taps (without flow limiting device) shall not exceed 6,0 l/min, with flow limiting de-

vice1 shall not exceed 8,0 l/min 
ii. Basin taps (without flow limiting device) shall not exceed 6,0 l/min, with flow limiting de-

vice1 shall not exceed 8,0 l/min  
iii. Showerheads and showers2 – shall not exceed 8,0 l/min 

1The flow limiting device must allow for setting the default water flow rate (water-saving setting) at 
the value of max of 6 l/min. The maximum available water flow rate shall not exceed 8 l/min.  
2Showerheads and showers with more than one spray pattern shall fulfill the requirement for the 
setting with the highest water flow.  

The lowest maximum available water flow for: 

i. Kitchen and basin taps should not be lower than 2,0 l/min 
ii. Showers and showerheads should not be lower than 4,5 l/min 

iii. Electric showers and low pressure showers3 should not be lower than 3,0 l/min 
3Products marketed to be suitable for low pressure installations, functioning typically at 0,1 to 0,5 

bar. 

Sanitary tapware shall be equipped with an advanced device/technical solution that allows for the 

management of temperature and/or hot water by the end user. Products designed to be fitted to 

a water supply that is already temperature controlled and showerheads are exempted from this 
criterion. 

Sanitary tapware which is sold or marketed together with time control devices must have a pre-

set maximum flow period that should not exceed 15 seconds for taps and 35 seconds for show-

ers. These products shall be designed to allow the installer to adjust the flow time in accordance 

with the intended products application. 
Please see the criteria document for the listed EN standards regarding the product group  

‘Sanitary Tapware’ (Table 2). 

Use Product  

Quality and  
Longevity 

Cleaning of the product elements, which may be necessary under normal use conditions, shall be 

possible with use of simple tools or agents. 

A sanitary product which has a metallic Ni-Cr coating (regardless of the nature of the substrate 

material) shall comply with the standard EN 248.  

The product shall be designed in such a way that the end-user or a professional service engineer, 

as appropriate, can replace its exchangeable components easily. Information about which ele-

ments can be replaced shall be clearly indicated in the information sheet attached to the product.  

The applicant shall give a warranty for repair or replacement of minimum four years.  

Use User  

information 

The product shall be accompanied by relevant user information which provides advice on the prod-

uct’s proper and environmentally friendly use as well as its maintenance. It shall bear information in 
print (on the packaging and/or on documentation accompanying the product) and/or in electronic 

format.  
 

Please see the criteria document for the full list of information requirements.  

Use Information 

appearing on 
the EU Eco-

label 

The optional label with text box shall contain the following text:  

-Improved water efficiency 
-Increased energy saving potential  
-With this certified product you save water, energy, and money.  

The use of the optional label with the text box is explained in the "Guidelines for the use of the EU 

Ecolabel logo" on the website:  
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/ecolabel/promo/pdf/logo%20guidelines.pdf  

Check-list (for a first assessment only) 
This is a non exhaustive list of EU Ecolabel criteria for Sanitary Tapware. Please see the Commission Decision 2013/250/EU for 

full details. 

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2013:145:0006:0030:EN:PDF
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2013:145:0006:0030:EN:PDF
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2013:145:0006:0030:EN:PDF
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2013:145:0006:0030:EN:PDF
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/ecolabel/promo/pdf/logo%20guidelines.pdf

